Fourth Sunday of Advent – 20th December 2020
Grace & Trinity Episcopal Churches of Cowley County

The Holy Eucharist, Rite II
THE ENTRANCE RITE
PRELUDE
When the service is accompanied by music, it often begins with an instrumental piece of music, during which the
congregation can prepare for worship.

THE OPENING HYMN •
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THE OPENING ACCLAMATION •
Bishop

Blessed be God:+ Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

People

And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY •
Bishop
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
People
Amen.
TRISAGION •
The Kyrie or Trisagion are normally used at the opening of the rite in Advent and Lent,
when the Gloria in excelsis is not used. The Trisagion is said or sung three times.
All

Holy God,
Holy and Mighty,
Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy upon us.

The Word of God
THE COLLECT •
Bishop
People
Bishop

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son
Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself;
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever.

People

Amen.
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THE FIRST LESSON •
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
When the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all
his enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, "See now, I am living
in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent." Nathan said to the king,
"Go, do all that you have in mind; for the LORD is with you."
But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant
David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have
not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to
this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have
moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the
tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying,
"Why have you not built me a house of cedar?" Now therefore thus you shall say to
my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from
following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you
wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will
make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will
appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in
their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more,
as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will
give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that
the LORD will make you a house. Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure
forever before me; your throne shall be established forever.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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THE RESPONSE •
To be prayed in unison.
Canticle 15, The Song of Mary: Magnificat, Luke 1:46-55
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior;
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:
the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him
in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm,
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,
and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel,
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
The promise he made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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THE SECOND LESSON •
This reading, taken from the New Testament, is typically from a letter (epistle) to the early Church, the Acts
of the Apostles, or the Revelation to John.

Romans 16:25-27
Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the
proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was
kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is
made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to
bring about the obedience of faith-- to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to
whom be the glory forever! Amen.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN •
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THE HOLY GOSPEL •

Luke 1: 26-38

This reading is taken from one of the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John), which depict the life,
teachings, death, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. We stand for the Gospel reading
to show the particular importance placed on Jesus’ words and actions.

Priest
People

The Holy Gospel +of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings,
favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your
womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be
called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a
virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he
will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For
nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of
the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from
her.
Priest
People

THE SERMON •

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Right Reverend Cathleen Bascom
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THE NICENE CREED •
The word “creed” comes from the Latin “credo” for “I believe.” First formulated at the Council of Nicaea in
325 AD and confirmed in 381AD, the Nicene Creed is said at the Holy Eucharist and reflects what
Christians believe regarding the relationship between the Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit: The Holy
Trinity.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead+
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE •
We pray for ourselves and particularly on behalf of others. In our prayers we pray for the for Universal Church,
the nation and all who govern, the welfare of the world, the concerns of our community of faith, including those
who are in need or suffer, and for the departed. We are reminded in prayer that we are part of a larger fellowship,
the Church - the Body of Christ.

Leader

We pray for The Most Reverend Michael Curry, our Presiding Bishop
and for the Episcopal Branch of the Jesus Movement.
We pray for The Right Reverend Cathleen Bascom, our Bishop and the
Diocese of Kansas.
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for our Full Communion
Partner, the Philippine Independent Church
In the World Council of Churches Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the
people of Benin, Côte d’Ivoire and Togo
In the Kansas Cycle of Prayer, we pray for Grace, Winfield

Leader

As you spoke words of mystery and challenge to blessed Mary through
Gabriel your messenger, so give us ears to hear and hearts that quicken to
your words; that we may also bring to fruition the Good News of Jesus:

People

From age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness.

Leader

Blessed Mary said: “Here I am, the servant of the Lord; let it be to me
according to your word.” So form and shape us that we may hew to our
God in the midst of things we do not understand and bind our wills always
to your own:

People

You are my Father, and the Rock of my salvation.

Leader

The Lord has scattered the proud and lifted up the lowly, filled the hungry
with good things and shown forth mercy; therefore my soul will proclaim the
greatness of the Lord, and my spirit will rejoice in God my Savior:

People

From age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness.
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Leader

Calm our fevered pace as Christmas draws near, and draw us to
meditation and reflection on your great love for humankind; that you dwelt
among us, the Word Incarnate, sharing in every trial and frailty, claiming us
for your own:

People

You are my Father, and the Rock of my salvation.

Leader

Blow upon the hearts of our children, firing embers of wonder and joy in the
birth of Jesus our Messiah:

People

From age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness.

Leader

Make us ready now, O God, to receive your great gift afresh. Build a
manger among us, rude and humble, that we may welcome the Son of
David, the hope of all the ages:

People

You are my Father, and the Rock of my salvation.

Please use the period of silence to offer your own thanksgivings & intercessions to God.

CONCLUDING COLLECT •
Priest

Hasten, O Father, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that we your
servants, who now live by faith, may with joy behold your Son at his coming
in glorious majesty; even Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate.

People

Amen
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THE CONFESSION •
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Minister and People, together

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Bishop

Almighty God have mercy on you+, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life.

People

Amen.

THE PEACE •
Bishop

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People

And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
For those celebrating birthdays and/or anniversaries, we pray together:
O God, our times are in your hands: Look with favor, we pray, on your children
as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and
strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE OFFERTORY •
Having listened to the Word of God, affirmed our faith, confessed our sins, received forgiveness and
shared in the peace, we are prepared for the drama and miracle of the Holy Communion. At the offertory,
we gratefully offer back to God some of what God has given us, symbolically in the bread and wine, and
in the money we give.

OFFERTORY SENTENCE
All are invited to make a gift to support GRACE & TRINITY. You may visit our web pages to donate
online, or you may send your check to Grace or Trinity. The altar is prepared for Holy Communion.

OFFERTORY HYMN
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING •
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and
death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that
when he shall come again in power and great triumph to
judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to
behold his appearing.
Therefore, in praise of you, we join our voices with angels and archangels
and all the company of heaven, as we sing this hymn to the glory of your
Name:
SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS •
The Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy) is the hymn of praise that never ceases before God

Said by all.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed+ is he who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Celebrant We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in
your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand
before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin
into righteousness, out of death into life.
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At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand
upon it, and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and
any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.
Celebrant On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
People

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

Celebrant And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that
they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new
Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable
through him, being sanctified+ by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time,
put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with [
and] all your saints, we may enter the
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of
our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
All

AMEN.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER •
Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD •
THE FRACTION ANTHEM
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

THE INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION •
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express
their desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances
impede them from actually receiving Holy Communion.
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The Bishop invites the following prayer to be said by all.

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament
of the Altar. I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving as I proclaim
your resurrection. I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul.
Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood,
come spiritually+ into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your
grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in
you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER •

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed
us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send
us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING •
The priest blesses the people and the people respond, Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN •
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THE DISMISSAL •
Priest or Deacon
People

Go in peace. Serve the Risen Christ.

Thanks be to God.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Revised Common Lectionary
Copyright © George F. Woodward III
All Rights Reserved.
Published in the United States of America by St. Mark’s Press. In accordance with the U.S. Copyright Act of
1976, the scanning, uploading, and electronic sharing of any part of this book (purchased downloaded file) or
any use of this material other than its intended purpose without the written permission of the publisher
constitute unlawful piracy and theft of the author’s intellectual property. Thank you for your support of the
author’s rights.
The intended use of this material is for copy/paste/formatting for worship, resources of purchaser’s
organization only.

PROPER PREFACES AND OFFERTORY SENTENCES FOR TRIAL USE, The Very
Reverend Steve Lipscomb, Dean of Grace Cathedral, Topeka, Kansas, August, 2006, published by Church
Publishing, All Rights Reserved

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Last names and dates are eliminated for online privacy.
IN DECEMBER
Mary, Jaely, Karl, Laurie, Drake, John, John, Tom, Josh, Ron, Kaydee, Claudia,
Natalie, Anastasia, Walter, Madelyne, Brent, Rick, Addison, Diana, Eric, David and
Mindy
Jon & Jacque
IN JANUARY
Abbey, Roderick, Mallyssa, Hannah, David, Candace, Dan, Corbin, Isabel, Maurice,
Lillian, Brett, Janine, Kay, Steve, Bill, Gwendelynne, Lucy and Woody.
Karen & Sarah and Woody & Doreen
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The Liturgy of Advent
The season of Advent is not to be confused with Lent. This short period is not primarily a time of
penitence but rather a time to prepare joyfully for Christ’s return and his reign. The Lord’s return does
indeed have a relationship to penitence, but primarily as it leads to repentance, which is an action
rather than a feeling - an action of turning around and being turned around by the work of God in us.
By reflecting on our lives in the light of God’s Word, we recognize the direction in which our present
values and habits are leading us. Then we see that those values and ways of living must be changed.
We further recognize that only the action of God can make that change in us. In the words of the
Collect for the First Sunday of Advent, it is God who enables us “to cast away the works of darkness,
and put on the armor of light” (The Book of Common Prayer, page 211).
In Advent the liturgy deals with contrasts: light and dark; joy and sorrow; beginning and end; and,
especially, chronological time and God’s time. We discover in Advent that God’s time is of the kind
described not by clocks and calendars but in terms like “the time is ripe,” or “in the fullness of time.”
(See, for example, Galatians 4.)
In liturgical worship Christians and our Jewish forebears and kin find time transcended in both
directions. In remembering God’s saving acts in the past in prayer and thanksgiving, we find those
past acts becoming present reality, and we, too, participate in them. In our liturgical rites we also look
ahead to the end of time, and again our present time is filled with a foretaste of the kingdom which is
yet to come.
Each of the four Advent Sundays has its own particular emphasis, and each reveals the Lord who
enters into time and space, into our personal and corporate lives, whenever the “right time” occurs.
As we remember, in liturgy, on each of these Sundays, our anamnesis (Greek for “remembering,
unforgetting”) becomes the means by which God’s action in what we remember becomes operative in
our lives. We are likewise led to look forward in anticipation to Christ’s return (Eucharistic Prayer B,
The Book of Common Prayer, page 368):
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory.
The First Sunday of Advent is concerned with the Lord’s return as Judge of his people and of the
whole created order. This is not simply a return which happens haphazardly, but neither can it be
forecast by the clock or the calendar. Instead, Christ comes to each of us and to the world as he
chooses, and according to his time. The character of his coming is revealed in the occasions he has
come in the past. It is a gracious and loving advent, and it is judging and critical as well. Jesus
encounters us not at our convenience or on demand; instead, he comes suddenly and often
surprisingly. He comes to us in ways on which we can depend, such as prayer and worship, and
especially in the Holy Eucharist; but he also comes when we least expect him, and often when we do
not even desire him. So in the Eucharist we pray, “We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness
and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in
your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son”
(Eucharistic Prayer B, BCP, page 368).
The Second and Third Sundays of Advent are focused on John the Baptist, the final prophet of Israel
and the Forerunner of Christ. On the Second Sunday, John is revealed as the Forerunner, the striking
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figure who fulfills the last prophecies of the Old Testament. He is the human sign that the Messiah
has at last come and that God’s kingdom is imminent. John cries out in the wilderness, “Prepare ye
the way of the Lord.” That preparation is what the Greek-speaking writers of the Gospels called
metanoia, which means, “change of mind” or “turning back,” and which we translate as “repentance.”
The call is not to feel guilty, but to forsake that which is opposed to the reign of Christ. So we pray
that day for the “grace to heed [the prophets’] warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with
joy the coming of Jesus Christ” (Collect for the Second Sunday of Advent, BCP, page 211).
On the Third Sunday we hear more of the call to repentance from John and the call to prepare for the
Messiah’s coming by living lives in keeping with the kingdom of God. We also hear John’s testimony
to the ministry and significance of Jesus. Jesus is the Messiah, the one whose coming John’s
preaching announces. John, the Forerunner of the Messiah (Christ), is the model for our own living.
We also are to be those who announce Jesus’ coming into his world. We are so to live that “we may,”
as we pray in Advent, “without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing” (Proper Preface for
Advent, BCP, page 345).
The Fourth Sunday of Advent is concerned with Jesus’ immediate family and particularly with his
mother, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and her role in redemption.
The fear of expressing reverence for Mary, which characterized many Protestant and Anglican
Christians in the past, has begun to disappear as advances in biblical and historical studies have
made possible a reassessment of her place in the scriptures and in the piety and doctrine of the early
church. We recognize that God did not redeem us in a vacuum, apart from human participation. God
brought about the Incarnation of the Son through the cooperation of a human woman with the lifegiving Spirit. Furthermore, Mary’s vocation is not only to bear the God incarnate, but also to be the
pattern for us as we become “God-bearers” by means of following her example of cooperation with
the divine grace.
Thus, we pray on the Fourth Sunday that our consciences may be so purified that Christ “may find in
us,” as he did in his holy mother, “a mansion prepared for himself” (Collect for the Fourth Sunday of
Advent, BCP, page 212).
God’s time breaks into our time redemptively whenever we, in prayer and liturgy and ministry,
cooperate with the divine will. It is then that the reason for honoring blessed Mary becomes clear, for
we see her as the pattern for ourselves and as the first of all believers. The liturgy is always human
action in union with God’s action, by which God removes the barriers between our chronological time
and space, and God’s time, God’s kingdom. The liturgy is the point at which God’s Spirit draws us
into the life and the presence of the saving God. It is in the liturgy that we are revealed to be the Body
of Christ and to be the means by which the Incarnation is extended in time and space.
In Advent we find all our times brought together in God’s time, all our joys in God’s joy, all our lives in
God’s life. In Advent we pray in these words (Eucharistic Prayer B, BCP, page 368):
We give thanks to you, O God… For in these last days you sent Jesus to be the Savior and
Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before
you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into
life.
Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him.
From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Year. Copyright © 1998 by
Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York.
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