First Sunday of Advent – 29th November 2020

Grace & Trinity Episcopal Churches of Cowley County

The Holy Eucharist, Rite II
THE ENTRANCE RITE
PRELUDE
When the service is accompanied by music, it often begins with an instrumental piece of music, during which the
congregation can prepare for worship.

THE OPENING HYMN •
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THE OPENING ACCLAMATION •
Priest

Blessed be God:+ Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

People

And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY •
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you,
we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the
Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the
Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
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The Word of God
THE COLLECT •
Priest
People
Priest

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed
their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming
of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

People

Amen.

THE FIRST LESSON •
Isaiah 40:1-11
Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the LORD's hand
double for all her sins.
A voice cries out:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
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Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
A voice says, “Cry out!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All people are grass,
their constancy is like the flower of the field.
The grass withers, the flower fades,
when the breath of the LORD blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.
The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand for ever.
Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Here is your God!”
See, the Lord GOD comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead the mother sheep.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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THE PSALM •
To be prayed in unison.
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
You have been gracious to your land, O LORD,
you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.
You have forgiven the iniquity of your people
and blotted out all their sins.
I will listen to what the LORD God is saying,
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people
and to those who turn their hearts to him.
Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him,
that his glory may dwell in our land.
Mercy and truth have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
Truth shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
The LORD will indeed grant prosperity,
and our land will yield its increase.
Righteousness shall go before him,
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.
THE SECOND LESSON •
This reading, taken from the New Testament, is typically from a letter (epistle) to the early Church, the Acts
of the Apostles, or the Revelation to John.

2 Peter 3:8-15a
Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a
thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not
slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with
you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. But the
day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass
away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire,
and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed.
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Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of
persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness,
waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of
which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements
will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new
heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home.
Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be
found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the
patience of our Lord as salvation.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN •

Re - joice,

Re - joice
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THE HOLY GOSPEL •

Mark 1:1-8

This reading is taken from one of the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John), which depict the life,
teachings, death, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. We stand for the Gospel reading
to show the particular importance placed on Jesus’ words and actions.

Priest
People

The Holy Gospel +of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,’”
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was
clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate
locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I
is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his
sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit.”

Priest
People

THE SERMON •

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Very Reverend Laurie Lewis
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THE NICENE CREED •
The word “creed” comes from the Latin “credo” for “I believe.” First formulated at the Council of Nicaea in
325 AD and confirmed in 381AD, the Nicene Creed is said at the Holy Eucharist and reflects what
Christians believe regarding the relationship between the Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit: The Holy
Trinity.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead+
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE •
We pray for ourselves and particularly on behalf of others. In our prayers we pray for the for Universal Church,
the nation and all who govern, the welfare of the world, the concerns of our community of faith, including those
who are in need or suffer, and for the departed. We are reminded in prayer that we are part of a larger fellowship,
the Church - the Body of Christ.

Leader

We pray for The Most Reverend Michael Curry, our Presiding Bishop
and for the Episcopal Branch of the Jesus Movement.
We pray for The Right Reverend Cathleen Bascom, our Bishop and
the Diocese of Kansas.
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America
In the World Council of Churches Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the
people of Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania and Niger
In the Kansas Cycle of Prayer, we pray for St. James’, Wichita

Leader

We all fade like the leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
None of us have sought after you as we ought; nor have our eyes rightly
perceived your ways. Yet you, O Lord are the potter and we are the clay:

People

Restore us, O God of hosts!

Leader

We have been enriched in speech and knowledge of every kind, given
spiritual gifts and strengthened to make testimony to Christ; for God is
faithful to those called into the fellowship of the Son. Fashion us into
vessels of honor, and make us useful for your work:

People

Show the light of your countenance and we shall be saved.

Leader

Be with your Church this Advent Season, remembering our leadership
(intercessions for the Church may be offered) and all the people of God
(prayers for the congregation may be offered):

People

Restore us, O God of hosts!
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Leader

Keep us awake for the tasks of our generation, swift in service to justice,
alert to the needs of the poor, attentive to the hungry and the migrant,
and sensitive to the promptings of your Holy Spirit:

People

Show the light of your countenance and we shall be saved.

Leader

In this season of preparation, tend the hearts of our children that they
might be made ready to keep a true Christmas, open to the joy and
wonder of Christ’s birth, and enlivened by the message of his Gospel:

People

Restore us, O God of hosts!

Leader

Be with those who are lonely as the holidays arrive, granting them the
solace of your presence, the gladness of community, and the
sustenance of Christian fellowship. We intercede also for those who are
ill or in any kind of trouble (the people may offer their petitions) that your
mercy might shine bright in their lives:

People

Show the light of your countenance and we shall be saved.

Leader

Make us to keep watch over those things placed into our spiritual care,
vigilant in stewardship, alert for the times and seasons, attuned to the
Gospel, always quickening to your work in the world and ready in your
service:

People

Restore us, O God of hosts!

CONCLUDING COLLECT •
Priest

Hasten, O Father, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that we your
servants, who now live by faith, may with joy behold your Son at his
coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and
Advocate.

People

Amen

THE CONFESSION •
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Minister and People, together
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Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you+, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life.
People

Amen.

THE PEACE •
Priest

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People

And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
For those celebrating birthdays and/or anniversaries, we pray together:
O God, our times are in your hands: Look with favor, we pray, on your children
as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and
strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE OFFERTORY •
Having listened to the Word of God, affirmed our faith, confessed our sins, received forgiveness and
shared in the peace, we are prepared for the drama and miracle of the Holy Communion. At the
offertory, we gratefully offer back to God some of what God has given us, symbolically in the bread
and wine, and in the money we give.

OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Walk in love, as Christ loves us and gives himself for us as an offering and a sacrifice
to God.
All are invited to make a gift to support GRACE & TRINITY. You may visit our web pages to donate
online, or you may send your check to Grace or Trinity. The altar is prepared for Holy Communion.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING •
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
From ages past, no ear has heard, no eye has seen any God besides you.
You have done awesome deeds. You meet gladly with those who do right
and remember your ways. You enrich us and strengthen us by your
blessing, and assure us that, though heaven and earth will pass away, you
will always be present among those who love you.
Therefore, in praise of you, we join our voices with angels and archangels
and all the company of heaven, as we sing this hymn to the glory of your
Name:
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TRISAGION •
The Trisagion is an ancient hymn of the eastern church and is an alternate for The Kyrie Eleison.
Either one of these is normally used at the opening of the rite in Advent and Lent, when the Gloria in
excelsis is not used.

Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy upon us.
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy upon us.
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy upon us.

Celebrant We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in
your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him,
you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into
righteousness, out of death into life.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand
upon it, and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and
any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.
Celebrant On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
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People

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

Celebrant And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that
they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new
Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable
through him, being sanctified+ by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time,
put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with [
and] all your saints, we may enter the
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of
our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
All

AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER •
Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD •
THE FRACTION ANTHEM
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
THE INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION •
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express
their desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances
impede them from actually receiving Holy Communion.
The priest invites the following prayer to be said by all.

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament
of the Altar. I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving as I proclaim
your resurrection. I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul.
Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood,
come spiritually+ into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your
grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in
you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER •

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed
us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send
us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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THE BLESSING •
The priest blesses the people and the people respond, Amen.
CLOSING HYMN •
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THE DISMISSAL •
Priest or Deacon
People

Go in peace. Serve the Risen Christ.

Thanks be to God.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Revised Common Lectionary
Copyright © George F. Woodward III
All Rights Reserved.
Published in the United States of America by St. Mark’s Press. In accordance with the U.S. Copyright Act of
1976, the scanning, uploading, and electronic sharing of any part of this book (purchased downloaded file) or
any use of this material other than its intended purpose without the written permission of the publisher
constitute unlawful piracy and theft of the author’s intellectual property. Thank you for your support of the
author’s rights.
The intended use of this material is for copy/paste/formatting for worship, resources of purchaser’s
organization only.

PROPER PREFACES AND OFFERTORY SENTENCES FOR TRIAL USE, The Very
Reverend Steve Lipscomb, Dean of Grace Cathedral, Topeka, Kansas, August, 2006, published by Church
Publishing, All Rights Reserved

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Last names and dates are eliminated for online privacy.
IN NOVEMBER
Jude, Dysaray, Brian, Becky, Matt, Kat, Mary, Laurie, Laura, Alexis, Paisley, Brylee,
Carly, Garrett, Trista
Jason & Lori, and Dan & Lucy
IN DECEMBER
Mary, Jaely, Karl, Laurie, Drake, John, John, Tom, Josh, Ron, Kaydee, Claudia,
Natalie, Anastasia, Walter, Madelyne, Brent, Rick, Addison, Diana, Eric, David and
Mindy
Jon & Jacque
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The Season of Advent
The good news of Advent is that if we wait, while we wait, in the waiting,
God comes.
The word Advent means “coming.” It is a time to slow down, be quiet and
meditate about the real meaning of Christmas. These four weeks before
Christmas are a time to prepare our hearts and our lives as we wait for the
coming of Jesus. We focus on the promise that God made to his people
and how that promise
was fulfilled in Jesus. Advent is also the beginning of the liturgical year. The
season begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas and ends on the day
before Christmas. It may be a time for new beginning for us as Christians.
In antiquity, purple dye was very expensive, so purple came to signify wealth,
power and royalty. Therefore, purple is the color for the season of Advent,
which celebrates the coming of the King.
Many churches use blue in Advent which signifies hopeful expectation and
is traditionally associated with the Virgin Mary. Somewhere along the way
the third candle of the Advent wreath turned pink in honor of Mary.
Originally, Advent was a solemn fast in preparation for Christmas, so the
custom extended to the third Sunday in Advent was meant to liven it up a
little bit.
Source: The Episcopal Diocese of Texas, 2015
In the beginning God said '”let there be light” and there was light, and the
light continues to shine. As the candle glow reminds us of God's steadfast
light we center ourselves for worship.
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