faith•filled
The whole body, joined and knitted together by every ligament with which it is
equipped… promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love.
Dear Families of Grace and Trinity,

November 21, 2020

This year has reminded us in so many ways of the strength and closeness of our community.
In these months in which we are physically distant and unable to gather in person, the Spirit
keeps us together, connecting us. Many in the media or in our society kept referring to churches
as “closed,” but we are never closed: we continue following the Gospel call to live in love with
our neighbors, finding ever new ways to seek and serve Christ in all people.
We have learned new creative ways to worship and fellowship that will forever benefit our
congregations going forward. We watch with hope and joy the horizon and see a vaccine that
will bring an end to this pandemic when we can once again be in close space with each other
making a joyful noise. Meanwhile, we find ourselves linked in ways we never could have
imagined, “knit together…in one communion.”
There have been many moments, many stories that have unfolded in 2020 that speak to the
love we bear for each other, and the love we have for the world God has created. The best
evidence of our still active churches can be seen in how we came together to raise money to
give away 1000 blankets to families in need in our community. Funds were raised and ONETHOUSAND BLANKETS were given away without gathering in our Sanctuaries for a single Sunday
from start to finish of this project. THAT is the Church.
As we look to the year to come, we are more committed than ever to the ministry and love we
share with our community and our neighbors. Our ministry is funded through the gifts of its
members, your generous offerings given in grace and love. I have been especially humbled
that you do not treat our church as a commodity that is only contributed toward when
consumed. Giving and fulfilling your pledges for 2020 has been inspiring beyond words.
In the spirit of Thanksgiving, out of thanks for all you know and have experienced of God’s love
through the faith communities of Grace and Trinity, I hope you will prayerfully consider a
financial pledge for 2021. Your pledge provides the Vestries with the financial base to build
the parish budgets for 2021. Included with this letter are materials for making your gift. Your
pledge to the parish is just one piece of the total discernment that we all do each year. Thank
you.
We hope that you will take the opportunity to fill out this pledge card by December 13. Please
either return your pledge card by mail in the enclosed envelope or fill out the online form option
(WINFIELDEPISCOPAL.ORG or ARKCITYEPISCOPAL.ORG). If you have any questions or concerns,
please reach out to me or your Senior Warden (Sarah Emrick for Grace, and Lori Stockton for
Trinity).
Faithfully,

Laurie A. Lewis+
Rector of Grace Episcopal Church, Winfield, and Trinity Episcopal Church, Arkansas City

